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Nick Walton returns to the city of his birth, a city which has resisted the temptations of 
modernity and retained the stone edifices and Old World culture from which it was born. 
Whenever I return to Auckland, I can’t help but beam with pride. It is not so much that the city has developed into 
some South Pacific metropolis, quite the opposite. Although the design trends of the 80s were adopted with a rather 
malicious flare, most of my city has retained an air of antiquity; a wink and smile of elegant charm which can be seen 
in some of the city’s oldest and most important buildings, and increasingly in some of the newer boys on the block. 
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